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In June, 1860, in response to an earnest in-
vitation from Bayard Taylor to visit liim at Cedar-
croft Whittier wrote: " I have told Elizabeth so
much about thy Marie that she wants to see her
exceedingly. I hope almost against hope that we
shall be able to visit you in your new home this
fall, where we will plant our trees of friendship
and enjoy ourselves. I wish I was a better trav-
eler ; if I could keep pace with you I would join
you at the mountains instead of sending this note.
I travel a great deal, however, by proxy. I have
had thee in my service for many years, very much
to my satisfaction. Dr. Booth has been to Tim-
buctoo for me, and Burton to Mecca. Atkinson
has been doing Siberia for me. I think (if thy
Marie does not object) of sending thee off again
to find Xanadu and Kubla Khan."

All that Mr. Whittier says of " Cobbler Keezar"
in his note upon the poem is that " he was a noted
character among the first settlers in the valley of
the Merrimac," but we find something more about
him in Mirick's " History of Haverhill,"1 and this
additional information was no doubt furnished to
that work by Mr. Whittier. On the occasion of
the Haverhill massacre of August 29, 1708, we
are told, the savages were discovered, in the
vicinity of the village, by John Keezar, who was
returning from Amesbury. He ran into the village,
and by firing his gun alarmed the inhabitants, who
were sleeping totally unguarded. It was the fact
that Keezar was wont to pitch his tent on Po Hill

1 Page 179. See also Whittier's Prose Works, vol. ii., pp. 375,
376.